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SIMPLIFYING YOUR HOME SELLING EXPERIENCE

Selling your home during the fall brings its own unique energy,
crisp air, motivated buyers, and a market ready for serious offers.
This guide is crafted to streamline the process, making it easier,

smoother, and more successful for you.

Whether you're a seasoned seller or this is your first time, you

will discover helpful checklists, staging ideas, and expert insights

throughout these pages.

We will discuss what buyers seek during this season, how to
make your home shine, and how we can collaborate effectively to

price, prepare, and promote your home wisely.

Even though the market may be bustling, we will ensure that your

experience remains calm, clear, and confident from beginning to

end. Let's work together to sell your home and make this fall one
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MEET YOUR TEAM

Meet the dedicated professionals who form your premier real estate connection in San Diego
County, Carol Lusidia Morrow, REALTOR®. As a dynamic professional, Carol, brings a powerful
combination of seasoned expertise and cutting edge strategies to every transaction. With over 21
years of collective experience navigating the San Diego County real estate market. Carol, possess
an intimate understanding of San Diego County's diverse neighborhoods, hidden gems, and
evolving opportunities. Her deep roots in the community, coupled with a long standing reputation
for achieving exceptional results, makes her your trusted advisors in the pursuit of your real estate

goals.

In today's fast paced digital landscape, effective marketing is paramount. Carol, and her team prides
leveraging modern marketing techniques to ensure your property reaches the widest possible
audience. From professional photography and virtual tours to targeted online campaigns and
engaging social media strategies, we employ innovative tools to showcase your home's unique
appeal. Her forward thinking approach, combined with extensive network and proactive
communication, ensures a seamless and successful selling or buying experience tailored to the

demands of the current market.

At the heart of our service is a commitment to our clients' success. We understand that buying or
selling a home is a significant life decision, and we are dedicated to providing personalized
guidance and unwavering support every step of the way. Our long history of successful
transactions is a testament to our dedication, market knowledge, and ability to navigate even the
most complex situations with integrity and professionalism. When you choose Carol, and her team,
you're choosing a team with a proven track record, a passion for real estate, and a genuine desire to

help you achieve your real estate dreams in San Diego County.
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WHY TH E FAI_I_ With the right timing and

strategy, your home can truly

MARKET WORKS IN shine this fall.

YOUR FAVOR

Increased Buyer Activity: While the summer rush may settle, fall often brings out a
new wave of serious, motivated buyers. These individuals are often less about casual
browsing and more about finding the right home before the holidays, leading to
focused activity in San Diego County. This sustained demand can create a productive
environment, potentially yielding strong interest and offers on your property.
Enhanced Curb Appeal: Fall's unique beauty naturally enhances your home's exterior.
Vibrant foliage, crisp air, and cozy autumn decor create an inviting atmosphere that
boosts curb appeal and makes a memorable first impression on potential buyers as
they tour your property. Think welcoming pumpkins, colorful mums, and well
maintained landscapes that highlight the season's charm.

Longer Days & More Showings: The slightly shorter days of fall don't hinder
opportunities; instead, they often signify more intentional viewing. Buyers who
schedule showings in the fall are typically more committed, making their visits more
impactful. This focus on quality over sheer quantity can lead to more meaningful
interactions and greater progress toward a successful sale.

Motivated Buyers Seeking Quick Closings: Buyers in the fall are often looking to settle
into a new home before the winter holidays. This creates a sense of purpose among a
significant portion of the buyer pool, potentially leading to timely offers and a smoother
closing process, getting you to your next chapter efficiently.

SELLING YOUR HOME THIS FALL



HOME MAINTENANCE
MUST DO BEFORE YOU LIST

Fall buyers are quite observant, particularly when it comes to
signs of wear and tear. By addressing these small yet crucial
tasks in advance, you can eliminate potential red flags during
showings and inspections, demonstrating that your home has
been well maintained.

Power wash siding, patios, decks and driveway

Touch up exterior paint

Repair any cracked concrete or loose steps

Clean out gutters and check for proper drainage

Inspect roof for loose tile or storm debris

Replace burnt out interior & exterior lightbulbs

Swap out HVAC filters ( huge for inspection)

Clean out air returns and ceiling vents

Change Ceiling Air Filters

Schedule a seasonal HVAC service

Check water/heater for any leaks or corrosion

Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors

Patch any wall, scuffs or holes

Tighten loose handrails, knobs and hinges

Update outdated or damged light fixtures

Fix dripping faucets and toilets that run

Test and confirm all locks function smoothily




FALL CLEANING CHECKLIST TO
PREP YOUR HOME FOR BUYERS

A spotless home creates a memorable first impression. Use this checklist to revitalize every
area. Help fall buyers envision themselves living in your home!

WHOLE HOME

Declutter & Organize

Dust All Surfaces

Clean Windows, Tracks & Mirrors
Vacuum, Mop Floors, Clean Baseboards
Wash Soft Furnishings

Check/Replace Detector Batteries
Clean Light Fixtures

KITCHEN

Clean Refrigerator

Clean Oven & Stovetop
Clean Microwave

Clean Dishwasher

Clean Range Hood & Filter
Wipe Counters & Backsplash
Clean Sink & Faucet

Clean Trash Cans

Organize Pantry & Cabinets

BATHROOMS

Clean Toilets

Clean Showers & Tubs

Clean Counters & Sink

Clean Mirrors

Wash/Replace Shower Curtain/Liner
Wash Bath Mats & Rugs

Organize Drawers & Cabinets

BEDROOMS
e Wash Bedding
e Flip/Rotate Mattress
e Dust Furniture
¢ Clean Closets
¢ Clean Under Bed

OUTSIDE

e Sweep Porches/Patios/Decks

e Wash Outdoor Furniture

e Clean Grill

e Tidy Up Yard (Mow, Weed, Trim)
¢ Check Gutters & Downspouts

e Wash Exterior Windows & Doors
e Organize Garage/Outdoor Storage

{@I PRO TIP

Set a timer and focus on one area at
a time. Summer buyers are drawn to
homes that exude a light, fresh

atmosphere and are move in ready
not necessarily perfect, but certainly
polished.




BOOSTING FALL

First impressions matter, and your homes e

CURB APPEAL

xterior is the first thing buyers will see.

Fall is the perfect season to make your home feel clean, vibrant, and welcoming from

the very first glance.
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SIMPLE LANDSCAPING TOUCHES

» Mow and edge the lawn twice a
week to keep it crisp

 Trim hedges, trees and overgrowth
for a clean look

e USE PLANTERS WITH ORANGE,
WHITE AND RED ANNUALS OR
TOPICALS

* Refresh mulch and remove and
dead greenery

e Clean and stage outdoor furniture

QUICK WINS FOR A FRESH FIRST LOOK

Power wash siding, porch, walkway
and driveway

Paint or refresh your front door
with a bold or dark neutral color
Swap out your doormat for
something orange and seasonal
Install a fresh set of bold easy to
read house numbers

Add solar lights along the path or

porch for nighttime charm

Wash exterior windows, sweep porches, wipe patio furniture and remove cobwebs and
debris from corners, siding and eaves. A polished exterior tells buyer's this home is

cared for.



STAGING FOR THE SEASON:
LET FALL SELL YOUR HOME

Staging your home for fall means creating a light, cool and open atmosphere that helps
even the pickiest buyer see themselves living in your home. A few minor adjustments can
make a big impact offering strong emotional connections to your home.
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INCORPORATE SEASONAL
TOUCHES

e Add a vase of fresh flowers
(seasonal)

e Use greenery or potted herbs to
bring fall inside

e Add dark or winterly accents

* Use brown towels, linen pillows

and brown throws

LET IN THE LIGHT

Open curtains and blinds to let in
as much daylight as possible

Swap heavy drapes for sheer or
linen panels

Use mirrors to reflect natural light
and visually expand the room

Turn on a soft, warm lighting
before every showing

Use a light scented wall plug that is

not overpower (hibiscus and

vanilla)




PRICING STRATEGY IN A COMPETITIVE FALL
MARKET: YOUR GUIDE TO SELLING SUCCESS

The fall real estate market in Will County can be dynamic, often characterized by active
buyer interest and, consequently, strategic positioning among sellers. Setting the right
price for your home is crucial to attract attention, generate offers, and ultimately achieve a
successful sale. This guide will walk you through key considerations and strategies for
pricing your property effectively in this competitive fall environment.

STRATEGIC PRICING FOR A COMPETITIVE FALL MARKET:

« Competitive Pricing (Pricing at or slightly below market value): In a fall market,
which can still see robust activity and a good number of comparable listings, pricing
your home competitively can generate immediate interest and potentially lead to
strong offers. This strategy aims to attract a solid pool of committed buyers and
create a sense of focused urgency.

e Pricing at Fair Market Value: Based on your analysis of comps and market
conditions, pricing at fair market value can attract serious buyers who are actively
looking in your price range. This approach requires a thorough understanding of the
local Will County market and its autumn trends.

e Strategic Underpricing (Caution Advised): In some particularly active segments of
the fall market, strategically underpricing slightly can still encourage competitive
bidding. However, this remains a more aggressive strategy that requires careful
consideration and expert guidance from your real estate agent. You risk leaving
money on the table if not executed correctly.

Avoid Overpricing: Overpricing, even by a small margin, can be detrimental in any
market, including the fall season. Buyers are savvy and will likely overlook an
overpriced listing, leading to longer days on market and potential price reductions
later, which can make buyers wonder what's "wrong" with the property. In the fall,
with holidays approaching, extended market time can be particularly stressful.

Pricing your home strategically in a competitive fall market requires a careful balance
of understanding market dynamics, analyzing comparable sales, and considering
your property's unique features and your personal goals. By working closely with us,
your premier Will County realtors, Michele and Amanda, you can confidently navigate
the fall market and position your home for a successful and profitable sale. We are
here to guide you every step of the way.
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MARKETING YOUR HOME TO
STAND OUT THIS FALL
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Professional Photography: Bright, clean, high-resolution images are

'l essential. We capture your home’'s best features, including curb appeal,
natural Igiht, and outdoor living areas. Interior, exterior, and key rooms

(kitchen, primary suite etc.) all included.

Optional Enhancements: Video walkthroughs or reels for mobile and social
2 media buyers. Drone photography to showcase your yard, pool, lot size and

neighborhood. Virtual tours available for long- distance or busy buyers.

Online Listing Exposure: Your home will appear on the MLS and over 900

websites using a combination of syndication and social media exposure.
3 Some of the top sites you may recognize are Zillow, Redfin and Realtor.com.

We also send an email blast to over 7500 local realtors, and buyers in our

areaq.

Print and Local Marketing: Just listed flyers and postcards are deliverd to
4 your neighborhood and local area. High quality for sale signage and branded
open house materials. Everything is designed for optimal viewing to spark

curiosity and cast a wide net.

Networking & Buyer Outreach: Your home is introduced through our local
5 agent network, shared with buyer agents and your neighbors. Promoted at

local Realtor association events to optimize all buyers looking this summer.




PREPARING FOR SHOWINGS & OPEN
HOUSES: YOUR ONE-PAGE CHECKLIST FOR
A WELCOMING HOME

e Final Tidy-Up: A quick run-through to straighten pillows, fluff cushions, and wipe down
counters.

e Fresh Air: Open windows for a short time to air out the house (weather permitting), then
ensure a comfortable temperature with AC/fans.

e Pleasant Scents: Use subtle, neutral air fresheners (vanilla, citrus) or bake cookies/simmer
cinnamon for a welcoming aroma. Avoid strong or overpowering scents.

e Maximize Light (Again!): Open all blinds and curtains fully. Turn on lamps, even during the
day, to create a bright and inviting atmosphere.

e Showcase Seasonal Features: If applicable, ensure relevant outdoor areas are inviting (e.g.,
clean patio furniture in summer).

e Set the Scene: Kitchen: Clear countertops, perhaps a bowl of fresh fruit or a simple floral
arrangement.

e Bathrooms: Clean and stage with fresh, neatly folded neutral towels. Consider decorative
soap.

e Living Areas: Arrange throws and pillows neatly.

e Dining Area: Set the table simply with attractive placemats or a centerpiece.

» Soft Background Music: Play quiet, instrumental music to create a pleasant ambiance.

e Provide Information (Optional): Have brochures or a fact sheet about your home readily
available.

e Secure Valuables: Double-check that jewelry, cash, and medications are safely stored
away.

e Leave the House: Allow potential buyers to explore freely without feeling watched. Your
agent will handle the showing.

Remember: Buyers often make decisions based on emotion.
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4 WEEK LISTING PREP
TIMELINE:

*Week 1: Declutter, Depersonalize, and Deep Clean**
e Declutter rooms by removing unnecessary items;
donate or discard.
e Deep clean kitchens and bathrooms; wash
windows, dust, vacuum, and mop.
e Start depersonalizing by packing away personal
items.
e Schedule an initial walk-through with an agent for
feedback.
*Week 2: Repairs, Painting, and Enhancements**
e Fix minor repairs like leaky faucets and squeaky
doors.
e Paint high-impact areas in light, neutral colors.
e Enhance curb appeal with basic landscaping and
colorful plants.
e Organize storage spaces and gather relevant

documents.
*Week 3: Staging Focus & Final Cleaning**
e Stage furniture to maximize space; consider

renting staging pieces.

e Perform a final deep clean after repairs and
painting.

e Enhance curb appeal with clean outdoor furniture
and a welcoming entryway.

e Schedule professional photography and prepare
marketing materials.

*Week 4: Final Touches & Listing Launch**

e Add final staging touches like fresh flowers and
decor.

e Confirm showing readiness with a quick tidying
checklist.

e Review listing details for accuracy and plan for
showings.

e Optionally prepare a welcome note for potential
buyers.

Conduct a final walk-through with the agent before the

listing goes live.




If you require any additional support
we are here to assist you!

Remember, selling a home in the summer offers distinct opportunities,
and with the right team by your side, you can secure a successful sale.
Should you require any assistance or have any questions, please feel free
to reach out. We are here to ensure your home selling experience is as
smooth as possible!

READY FOR MORE HELP?

Whether you need assistance selling your home,
purchasing your next property, or simply have
guestions, we are here to offer expert guidance
and support. Our team is dedicated to ensuring
your real estate experience is as smooth and
hassle free as possible. . M/
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